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Catalog Directory
REGISTRATION AND  
GENERAL INFORMATION
Website: acemv.org
Email: info@acemv.orginfo@acemv.org 
Phone: 508-693-9222
Location: 100 Edgartown Rd, Oak Bluffs*
Mailing Address: 455 State Rd PMB 105 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
Office Hours: M-F 9am-6pm

*In-person registration is currently suspended. 
Please email, call or go to our website. 

REGISTER ONLINE AT ACEMV.ORG 

FALL REGISTRATION OPENS
Tuesday, Aug 24, 2021
 
FALL TERM STARTS
Tuesday, Sep 7, 2021

 
HOLIDAYS

ACE MV will be closed and no classes will be held on 
Labor Day - Monday, September 6 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day - Monday, October 11 
Veteran’s Day - Thursday, November 11 
Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 25 

CONNECT WITH US

facebook.com/acemvlearnlocal/ 
instagram.com/acemarthasvineyard/ 
twitter.com/ACE_of_MV 
linkedin.com/company/ace-mv-org 
youtube.com: search for channel ACE MV 
email newsletter: mailchi.mp/acemv/signup 

CLASS FORMAT

Until Covid restrictions ease, most of our classes meet on-
line via Zoom with live instruction. (See p. 18 to prepare if 
you are new to this format). Some meet in person. Some 
are a hybrid of both formats. (See p. 18 for info on social 
distancing & mask regulations).
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Dear Vineyard resident,
Are you seeking classes, training or certification in a field that you’re interested in? 

Perhaps you’re considering a career in medicine and want to start by becoming a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA). Or you love the ocean, and the idea of working as a technician on 
a newly constructed offshore wind turbine excites you. Or you’re on a construction crew, 
and you need a Construction Supervisor’s License. We can help you with that.

Perhaps you’re a business owner or you’re seriously thinking of becoming one. Maybe 
you’re looking for work in an office but need to brush up on your software skills. We can 
help you with that, too.

Or... you’re a community member interested in lifelong learning. Perhaps you’ve always 
wanted to learn Brazilian Portuguese, or you want to write a memoir but don’t know quite where to start. Maybe you’re 
interested in attending lectures, hearing panel discussions about current events, and seeking opportunities for dialogue and 
discussion. Either way, you’ve come to the right place. ACE MV offers numerous classes and workshops that expose you to a 
world of art, health, science, writing, and world languages. We facilitate a wide range of lectures, bringing in speakers from 
across New England to engage our community. 

Please dive right in to this catalog and enroll early to reserve your space in our programs. Join the 700-800 other Islanders who 
become ACE MV students every year. Check with your employer to see if they’ll cover tuition for you and your colleagues, as we 
offer group rates for some staff programs. Visit our website acemv.org for dates of open houses for many of our classes and feel 
free to reach out with any questions. We are here to serve you, our Vineyard neighbors.

To your education,

Welcome To Our 2021 
Fall Semester

ACE MV Adult & Community Education is the Island’s center for education, meeting the needs 
of Martha’s Vineyard residents and strengthening the economy and culture of our Island.

As a 501-c-3 non-profit organization, ACE MV contracts with agencies and higher-ed institutions to fulfill 
education needs for individuals and professionals. We are funded by tuition, which we always strive to keep 
affordable, by grants from the six Island towns and from private foundations, and by donations from year-
round residents, summer residents, and visitors eager to support the Martha’s Vineyard they love.

ACE MV provides opportunities to earn a certificate, license, or degree in a number of economic sectors, 
allowing Vineyard residents to pursue advanced learning without leaving the Island. We are also a platform for 
individuals to learn about and discuss current events and community concerns, hosting panels, lectures and 
workshops that educate and inspire. 

ACE MV remains committed to developing and launching new programs that benefit our Island’s people, land 
and waters, constantly renewing and expanding our partnerships both on and off-Island to bring our residents 
opportunities to grow and thrive.

About ACE MV
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OUR VISION OUR MISSION
We envision a Vineyard community that is 
economically and culturally rich—whose 
youth and adults are independent, self-con-
fident and have the ability to achieve profes-
sional and personal goals.

To provide our Vineyard residents and work-
force with learning experiences that enable 
them to thrive through skill building,  
professional development, credentialing,  
and lifelong learning.

ACE MV is... 
. . .Responsive  
We are committed to and engaged with our 
community, and we adapt readily and creatively 
to its learning needs.

. . .Inclusive  
We believe everyone belongs and every voice 
should be heard. We strive to create program-
ming that elevates women in the workforce, 
and we encourage Vineyard residents of all 
cultures, languages, educational levels, and 
ages to enroll and succeed in our learning 
opportunities.

. . .Empowering   
We believe Martha’s Vineyard is stronger when 
people learn. We value learning opportunities 
and open dialogue to further equity, access 
and economic health for all Vineyarders; we 
empower our teachers to teach and students  
to learn, fostering learning for its own sake.

OUR CORE VALUES
. . .Environmentally Sensitive 
Our office and budget are structured to be envi-
ronmentally low-impact; our programs  
prioritize ecologically sound education and  
topics that align with new eco-friendly  
technology and careers, and with the health  
of Martha’s Vineyard’s land and waters.

. . .Connective   
We value and strive to maintain solid and 
fulfilling partnerships with higher ed institu-
tions, towns, instructors, students, families, 
businesses, volunteers, and donors.

. . .Collaborative   
We value local economy; wherever possible, we 
buy from local vendors, hire local teachers, and 
commit to the Vineyard economy and culture. 
We practice ethical consumerism, purchasing 
from vendors who share our values.

. . .Ethical   
We connect Islanders through our classes  
and cohorts, supporting the professional  
bond between colleagues that can only come 
from a local, personalized experience.

. . .Long-Term  
As a cornerstone of economic impact, we carry 
a long-term vision of educational service for 
Martha’s Vineyard and our role as community 
leaders. We value fiscal responsibility, steward-
ing philanthropy, in order to fulfill our mission 
for decades.

8,000 ISLANDERS
TO DATE

have been served with classes
and programming 

1,230 CLASSES
TO DATE

have been offered in business, healthcare
renewable energy, education, languages,
trades, literacy, civics and more

678 Students
Enrolled in learning opportunities

with their neighbors and colleagues

LAST YEAR
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Or advanced degrees were 
earned by Islanders

72 Certificates

ACE MV’s Impact
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Certification & 
Licensure

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) 

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) TRAINING
Debra Silva | RN, Health Assisting Instructor MVRHS 
Partners: MVRHS, Windemere

Certified Nursing As-
sistants (CNA) provide 
an invaluable service 
and play an important 
role in caring for elderly 
or disabled patients. 
In the growing field of 
health care, the ability to 
provide compassionate, 
responsible assistance 
to incapacitated people 
is a needed skill. Nurse 

Assistants find employment in nursing homes, hospitals, and rehabilitation 
facilities, or as home health aides, working directly with patients and under 
the supervision of Registered Nurses or Licensed Nurse Practitioners. 10 
students max.

1. Go to ACEMV.ORG/CNA for requirements and tuition information  
2. Fill out our pre-registration/interest form  
3. Attend our online info session on September 8 @ 5:30pm  
4. Register online

6 WEEKS | TUE, THU & SAT | 5-8PM (T, TH) 9AM-3PM (S) | OCT 5-NOV 13 |  
HYBRID | INFO SESSION SEPT 8 AT 5:30PM - REGISTER AT ACEMV.ORG/CNA

CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISORS LICENSE 

This 7-week course covers everything you need to know to pass the Unre-
stricted Construction Supervisors License (CSL) Exam. Space is limited. 
For more information and to register, go to ContractorSuccess.com or call 
(978) 939-3435. (ACE MV does not handle registrations for this course.)

7 WEEKS | IN PERSON | REGISTER AT CONTRACTORSSUCCESS.COM

PROFESSIONAL & SCIENTIFIC DIVING

INTRO TO PROFESSIONAL & SCIENTIFIC SCUBA  
DIVING WITH NAUI OPEN WATER CERTIFICATION
Giorgio Caramanna | GeoAqua Consulting, Professional Diver

Professional diving covers a wide range of fields, from science to applied 
technology to fish-farming. This introductory course will provide basic 
learning skills for future applications in professional training as a scientific 
diver, commercial diver or recreational diving instructor. Training will 
be through a combined series of lectures, practical activities in confined 
water, and final dives in open water. The curricula is based on the same 
standards and quality of information provided to the professional scientif-
ic divers as recognized by the American Academy of Underwater Sciences 
(AAUS). Students who complete the course and pass the end exam will 
receive an Open Water Certification endorsed by NAUI (National Associa-
tion of Underwater Instructors).

4 WEEKS | SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS | 9AM-5PM | BEGINS SEP 11 | HYBRID | 
$675 + MATERIALS
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OFFSHORE WIND TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Embark on a path that will give you the knowledge 
and credentials to become a technician in 

the offshore wind industry. This 1.5-year, part-time, 23 college-credit 
training program and certificate is offered to year-round Martha’s 
Vineyard residents interested in a career in applied wind technology 
and engineering. Our first cohort kicked off in January 2020 , and our 
third will begin in January 2022. The classes are held either online or 
in person on Martha’s Vineyard and are taught by Bristol Community 
College faculty. Graduates can work as turbine technicians performing 
needed operations and maintenance (O&M) in the land-based or 
offshore wind industry or in a variety of marine trades professions at 
the technical level. Learn more and apply at ACEMV.org/wind. Ask about 
special scholarships that may be available to women and minorities, and 
to commercial fishermen and their families. 

FALL 2021 CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 21 - APPLY TODAY! 
 
FLUID SYSTEMS: HYDRAULICS
This subject deals with engineering principles associated with the control and usage of fluids. Particular 
emphasis is placed on the concepts of work and power and how they apply to the design and trouble-
shooting of hydraulic and pneumatic devices and systems (circuits). Pumps, compressors, actuators, 
valves, gauges, conductors, and automated equipment are analyzed in both the class and laboratory. 
The course also covers the use of ISO Fluid Power Symbols and Standards. Three class hours and three 
laboratory hours a week. 4 undergrad credits. 

14 WEEKS | BEGINS SEP 21 | VISIT ACEMV.ORG/WIND FOR MORE INFORMATION

OFFSHORE SAFETY & SURVIVAL
This course is designed to provide the basic skills to work in a safe manner in the Offshore wind in-
dustry and to meet emergency response training requirements for individuals new to the global wind 
industry. It will equip students with the knowledge, skills and confidence to appropriately respond in the 
event of an emergency and to increase their safety through proper use of Personal Protective Equip-
ment and other emergency equipment and procedures. Prerequisite(s): Good health and the ability to 
climb 25 to 50 meters. One lecture hour and three laboratory hours per week. 3 undergrad credits.

14 WEEKS | BEGINS SEP 21 | VISIT ACEMV.ORG/WIND FOR MORE INFORMATION

PRINCIPLES OF ECOLOGY

Anna Cotton | MVRHS Science & Adjunct Professor, Bristol CC

An introduction to basic principles of ecology. The interaction of abiotic and biotic components of ecosys-
tems are discussed as well as the effects of human intervention. Some labs are field trips. Three lecture 
hours and two laboratory hours per week. Instructional Support Fee applies. Competency met: Scientific 
Reasoning and Discovery. 4 undergrad credits

14 WEEKS | BEGINS SEP 21 | VISIT ACEMV.ORG/WIND FOR MORE INFORMATION

MORE ACE MV CERTIFICATE, LICENSE & DEGREE COURSES ON THE HORIZON:

CAPTAIN’S LICENSE SPRING 2022
BILINGUAL MEDICAL INTERPRETER CERTIFICATE SPRING 2022

BILINGUAL COURT & LEGAL INTERPRETER CERTIFICATE SPRING 2022
SERVSAFE FOOD SAFETY CERTIFICATE SPRING 2022

TURF FERTILIZER APPLICATOR’S CERTIFICATION SPRING 2022 
M.ED TEACHING & CURRICULUM SPRING 2022

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION TBD
ELECTRICIAN JOURNEYMAN’S LICENSE TBD

COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE (CDL CLASS A) TBD
HOISTING 2A/1C LICENSE PREP TBD
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Business & Technology

BUSINESS & NONPROFIT GUIDANCE

INTRO TO BUSINESS 
HOW TO START, SUSTAIN AND BUDGET YOUR BUSINESS

Norm Werthwein, Tom Soldini | S.C.O.R.E. Mentors
Do you have a great idea for a business, but you’re not sure what to do 
next? Have you started a business, but feel in over your head? In this 
course, you will learn the essentials of writing a business plan, organizing 
a business, budgeting, legal structure, and what licensing and permits 
you will need. Learn from successful business owners who will guide and 
mentor you throughout the class and beyond.

6 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 6-7:30 PM | OCT 5-NOV 9 | LIVE ONLINE | $159

“I really enjoyed the virtual class experience. 
As a busy small business owner, being able to 
participate in the course without traveling to 

class was actually very helpful!”  
 

- Heather M., Intro to Business

INNOVATIVE THINKING FOR BUSINESSES  
AND NONPROFITS
Aline Wolff | NYU Stern School of Business Professor
In a world where change is sometimes the only constant, learning how to 
develop new ideas is a pathway to success. Innovative thinkers in business 
and nonprofit sectors are challenging assumptions using a method called 
“Design Thinking”. In this class, you’ll practice applying these methods 
to real businesses – including your own current or future business or 
nonprofit. This class will also help you create products customers will love, 
reach customers or donors more effectively, raise profitability without 
undercutting competitors and make your overall work environment more 
effective and satisfactory.

4 WEEKS | THURSDAYS | 5-6:30PM | OCT 7-28 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

SOFTWARE 

MICROSOFT OFFICE SUITE: THE BASICS
Harold Loewinger | Technology Coordinator, Educator
Learn the essentials of the most widely used program in today’s job 
market: Microsoft Office suite — which includes Microsoft Word, Excel and 
Powerpoint. Find out how to create your own word processing, spread-
sheet and presentation documents, and get started on a path to adding 
this vital skill to your resume! This class is for people with little to no expe-
rience with Microsoft Office, or for those who haven’t used the software 
in years. Experience using personal computers is strongly recommended. 
This class applies to all versions of Office since 2010, for both Windows 
and Macintosh.

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 6-7PM | OCT 19-NOV 19 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

QUICKBOOKS DESKTOP BASICS
Sue Martin | Founder, Pay Cape Cod
Learn how to successfully navigate and use QuickBooks as your business’ 
accounting software. This course was designed for the beginning user of 
QuickBooks for Desktop, but can be utilized for many versions of Quick-
books, including the Online version. It’s also useful for those who have 
used previous versions and want to learn about new layouts or features. 
You’ll learn how to use essential features, such as setting up your compa-
ny, creating customer, vendor, and employee lists, creating and tracking 
invoices, paying bills, writing checks, and much more!

3 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 5:30-7PM | OCT 12-26 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

COMMUNICATION 

PRACTICAL BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 
FOR THE WORKPLACE & OUR COMMUNITY

SEE PAGE 10
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BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY

CAREER READINESS 

CAREER READINESS FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Lisette Williams, ACE MV | Sonja Josephson, MVPCS
Made possible by a grant from Santander Bank, this 4-week suite of class-
es is free to Island 18-26 year olds — and open to 27+ for a small fee per 
class.  See more information on p. 12. 

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 5:30-7PM | OCT 5-OCT 25 | IN PERSON | FREE*

SOFTWARE 

MICROSOFT OFFICE SUITE: THE BASICS
Harold Loewinger | Technology Coordinator, Educator
Learn the essentials of the most widely used program in today’s job 
market: Microsoft Office suite — which includes Microsoft Word, Excel and 
Powerpoint. Find out how to create your own word processing, spread-
sheet and presentation documents, and get started on a path to adding 
this vital skill to your resume! This class is for people with little to no expe-
rience with Microsoft Office, or for those who haven’t used the software 
in years. Experience using personal computers is strongly recommended. 
This class applies to all versions of Office since 2010, for both Windows 
and Macintosh.

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 6-7PM | OCT 19-NOV 19 | LIVE ONLINE | $149
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Language, Arts 
& Enrichment

LANGUAGE

PRACTICAL BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 
FOR THE WORKPLACE & OUR COMMUNITY
Robert Ribeiro • See our “Teacher Feature” on p. 14
Break down the language barrier between you and your Brazilian custom-
ers, coworkers, in-laws and friends! Instructor Robert Ribeiro will teach 
you common phrases and responses, basic pronunciation and useful 
vocabulary to get you started on a path to fluency.

6 WEEKS | MONDAYS | 6-7PM | NOV 1-DEC 6 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

WRITING 

WRITING A MEMOIR
Aline Wolff | Writer, Professor
Even if you’ve never written anything longer than a tweet, all you need to 
join this class is the desire to write and remember. With an enthusiastic 
instructor as your guide, you’ll work on a series of ‘life-writing’ exercis-
es, while reading excerpts from published memoirs for inspiration. Shy 
writers take heart: sharing with the class is optional. This popular class has 
limited space, so be sure to register early!

6 WEEKS | WEDNESDAYS | 3-4:30PM | NOV 10-DEC 15 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

WRITE YOUR COVID MEMOIRS
Moira Silva | Co-producer Covid Monologues MV
A popular social media quote during the Covid-19 lockdown was, “We 
may not be in the same boat, but we’re all in the same storm.” We’ve each 
had unique challenges to overcome during the pandemic, but because 
it was a shared global (and local!) experience, we can all, to some extent, 
relate -- and now is the time to process the collective trauma in a healthy, 
productive way. Whether your take on this past year and a half is bitter, 
inspirational, dark or laugh-out-loud funny (or all of the above), you have 
a story to tell. Using her experience as co-producer of Covid Monologues 
MV, instructor Moira Silva can help you mine the rich topic of the pan-
demic to birth creative works -- and inspire your inner writer! All levels are 
welcome. Shy writers take heart: sharing is optional.

6 WEEKS | WEDNESDAYS | 10:30A-12P | OCT 27-DEC 8 | LIVE ONLINE | $149

HOW TO WRITE A BOOK PROPOSAL

Holly Bellebuono | Award-Winning Author

If you have an idea for a book that you wish to market to a publisher–
whether fiction or nonfiction–you’ll need a proposal. This 4-part course 
covers the basics of the most important elements of a successful book 
proposal, guiding you through thinking about essential details to craft 
a marketable, full-concept project. Students should have a manuscript 
already started or near-complete.

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 10-11AM | NOV 30-DEC 21 | LIVE ONLINE | $109

“Holly’s teachings were clear, concise,  
and full of helpful tidbits. The exercises  
were very productive. I would absolutely  

recommend this class.”  
- Tessa P., How to Write A Book Proposal

“Delightful, powerful, very thought forward. 
Truly helped my memoir writing and under-
standing the logistics behind writing well.”  

- Heather R., Writing A Memoir
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PHOTOGRAPHY

THE COLORS OF FALL:  
CAPTURING MARTHA’S VINEYARD 
Rachel Hines | Photographer, BFA, MPS
This is a hands-on class for photographers of all levels who wish to capture 
our Island in what is arguably the most beautiful season of the year. 
Weekly informal discussions will include tips and tricks, fun assignments 
that’ll get you out of the house and into nature, and participation-op-
tional critiques. Use a top-of-the-line camera, your iPhone, or anything in 
between. Students should have a basic working knowledge of their own 
digital cameras or smartphone camera functions.

4 WEEKS | SATURDAYS | 11AM-12PM | OCT 9-OCT 30 | LIVE ONLINE | $109

SCIENCE 

ISLAND GEOLOGY:  
THE LANDSCAPE OF MARTHA’S VINEYARD 
Giorgio Caramanna | Geology Researcher & Educator
The landscape of Martha’s Vineyard and its geological story are strongly in-
tertwined. From the coastal beaches and sandbars of Katama, to the cliffs 
of Gay Head, from the central plain of the Correllus State Forest to the 
rolling hills of Chilmark, all those features have been shaped by different 
forces through the island’s geological life. In this course we will explore the 
island in terms of how its current landscape has been created by ancient 
events and how this landscape will likely evolve in the future under the ac-
tion of the current natural events. We will also understand how the specif-
ic geological structure of the Vineyard influences one of its most precious 
and vulnerable resources: the groundwater. Join us in this travel through 
time to better understand the natural history of our unique island.

4 WEEKS | THURSDAYS | 6-7PM | OCT 28-NOV 18 | LIVE ONLINE | $109

MAP READING: INTRO TO CARTOGRAPHY 
Giorgio Caramanna | Geology Researcher & Educator
Maps are used for both professional and recreational purposes. This 
course is aimed at anyone who would like to understand how maps are 
created and, mostly, to understand how to decrypt the information on a 
map. We will analyze the basics of maps and how we can “read” them to 
understand their meaning. Concepts including scale, symbols, and coordi-
nates will be explained with practical examples of maps based mostly on 
the ones used in the US. Electronic cartography, GPS navigation and GIS 
are other important tools that supplement the traditional printed maps. 
Their basic notion and applications will be illustrated. Finally, some specific 
maps for the island of Martha’s Vineyard will be used as examples so to 
link the learning experience to our territory.

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 6-7PM | SEP 28-OCT 19 | LIVE ONLINE | $109

INTRO TO PROFESSIONAL & SCIENTIFIC SCUBA  
DIVING WITH NAUI OPEN WATER CERTIFICATION
 
SEE PAGE 6

PRINCIPLES OF ECOLOGY

SEE PAGE 7

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

UNDERSTANDING MEDICARE 
Mary Leddy | Vineyard Health Care Accesss
This class is an overview for anyone new to Medicare, those turning 65 
or adults taking care of elderly parents. It covers the essentials: eligibility, 
enrollment periods, and coverage including Part A, B, C, and D, which in-
cludes prescription drug plans. The seminar will help you to gain a healthy 
understanding of what is and is not covered, learn about insurance 
options including supplemental plans/Medigap, and about public benefit 
programs for lower income beneficiaries (MassHealth, Buy-In, Health 
Safety Net, Low Income).

2-HR SEMINAR | TUESDAY | 6:30-8:30PM | NOV 2 | LIVE ONLINE | $49

PERSONAL FINANCE 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Gwinn | Founder, Great Lakes Advisory
There’s never been a better time to take control of your finances. In this 
class, instructor Chris Gwinn will listen to your concerns and equip you 
with the basic tools you need to plan for your future. Topics include taking 
out loans, building credit, budgeting, saving and analyzing expenses, major 
asset purchases, taxes and inflation, investment asset classes, investment 
accounts, and more.

4 WEEKS | 5-6PM | DEC 1-DEC 22 | LIVE ONLINE | $109

FINANCIAL LITERACY FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Made possible by a grant from Santander Bank, this 4-week suite of class-
es is free to Island 18-26 year olds — and open to 27+ for a small fee per 
class.  See more information on p. 13.

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | TIME TBD | NOV 2-NOV 22| FREE*

ARTS & ENRICHMENT
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CAREER READINESS FOR 
YOUNG ADULTS
CAREER READINESS SERIES
FOR 18-26 YEAR-OLDS

Lisette Williams, ACE MV | Sonja Josephson, MVPCS

Made possible by a grant from Santander Bank, this 4-week 
suite of classes is free to Island 18-26* year olds — and 
open to 27+ for a small fee per class. 

*Parents: In the near future, ACE MV will be partnering with 
MVRHS to bring this course to high school students, please 
look out for notices in the MVRHS newsletter.

Workshop 1: Goal Setting & Career Exploration

Oct 5 - Tuesday - 5:30pm-7pm
Learn what goes into setting career goals and exploring all 
different types of careers out there 

Workshop 2: Resume & Cover Letter Writing

Oct 12 - Tuesday - 5:30pm-7:30pm
Learn the best tips and tricks to make your resume and 
cover letter stand out and learn how to use keywords

Workshop 3: Professional Online Presence & Profession-
al Communication

Oct 19 - Tuesday - 5:30pm-7:00pm
Learn about Linkedin, writing professional emails, and have 
a professional photo taken

Workshop 4: Interview Skills

Oct 26 - Tuesday - 5:30pm-7:30pm
We will give you an understanding of how to be your best 
self during an interview and will run through short mock 
interviews

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | 5:30-7PM | OCT 5-OCT 26 | FREE*
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508.696.9999 West Tisbury 508.645.2628  Chilmark

Stunning Chilmark northshore four-acre waterfront paradise with wonderful sun-
sets and unique privacy. Both the main house and the guest house enjoy dramatic 

water views. Exclusively offered.

www.tealaneassociates.com 
504 State Road, West Tisbury MA 02575  •  Beetlebung Corner, Chilmark MA 02535

Spring Point Waterfront Compound 

Tea Lane Associates

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
FOR YOUNG ADULTS
FINANCIAL LITERACY SERIES
FOR 18-26 YEAR-OLDS

Made possible by a grant from Sandtander Bank, this 
4-week suite of classes is free to Island 18-26* year olds 
— and open to 27+ for a small fee per class. 

*Parents: In the near future, ACE MV will be partner-
ing with MVRHS to bring this course to high school 
students, please look out for notices in the MVRHS 
newsletter.

Please note that the following dates have not yet been 
finalized and are subject to change.

Workshop 1: Budget Building
Nov 1

Workshop 2: Intro to Credit, Credit Scores & Loans
Nov 8

Workshop 3: Identity Theft
Nov 15

Workshop 4:  Investing and Saving
Nov 22

4 WEEKS | TUESDAYS | TIME TBD | NOV 1-NOV 22| FREE*
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has lived on Martha’s Vineyard since 2003, and 
since 2018, he’s been sharing his expertise with 
the students of ACE MV. Every semester, he 
teaches math for our High School Equivalency 
Test (HiSET) prep course, and  Brazilian Portu-
guese for the community at large. 

A student favorite, Robert runs a spirited 
classroom. He’s always receptive to the needs 
of each individual group of students, as well as 
to the needs of our community. When we asked 
him to teach a beginner’s Brazilian Portuguese 
class just for Martha’s Vineyard Hospital staff at 
a moment’s notice, he made it happen. When 
COVID forced us to transition to online class-
rooms in Spring 2020, Robert didn’t miss a beat.  

Teacher 
Feature

What students say about Robert’s classes

Q: What have you learned about teaching  
over the years?

A:  To be patient, to not rush teaching a 
subject, to open up space during class 
for questions, always when possible use 
pragmatic examples, repeat as many times 
necessary.

Q: Was it easy to transition to teaching 
on Zoom? Did you find less or more 
student engagement?

A: At the beginng it felt a little intimidating 
but now I’ve gotten used to it and really 
enjoy it. It seems to me that students are 
engaging even more than in person class-
es.

Q: What are the most rewarding moments 
from your ACE classes over the years? 

A: When a class comes to an end and you 
realize that it was a good class, that the 
students were thrilled to learn. It gives me 
a sense that I’m bringing them a little joy. 
In Brazilian Portuguese classes, it’s reward-
ing to hear a student starting to speak the 
language and to see their excitement to 
have finally understood something that 
they were willing to understand. When I 
teach HiSET, the biggest reward is to know 
that a student has passed their exams.

“Mr. Ribeiro was an excellent teacher. His classes were very well-paced. He covered the right 
amount of material so that I never felt overwhelmed by it. His enthusiasm made the classes very 
enjoyable, and he was great about answering everyone’s questions as we went along. I thoroughly 
enjoyed his classes and hope to take more taught by him in the future.” 
Janet H., Practical Brazilian Portuguese - Level 1 (Online)

“I loved taking this course via ZOOM. I was not self conscious about repeating words and phrases 
like I would be in a classroom and I enjoyed learning without pressure. I would recommend it for 
others and think Mr. Ribeiro is a great instructor.” - 
Sarah L., Practical Brazilian Portuguese - Level 1 (Online)

“The course and the teacher were excellent. I would definitely recommend it to others. I hope you 
will offer it again. Now I have to do my part to learn the material!” 
Ann L., Practical Brazilian Portuguese - Level 1 (Online)

This Fall, Robert is once again teach-
ing our most popular class, Practical 
Brazilian Portuguese for The Work-
place & Our Community (Level 1). 
See registration info on page 10.

ROBERT RIBEIRO
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ACE MV supports local high school students and young adults 
to age 26 in gaining skills, career pathway direction, and em-
ployability support.

Highlights from this new program:

• Through a large 3-year grant from MV Youth, we hired a ded-
icated Career Navigation Specialist who is helping us partner 
with MVRHS

• We conducted multiple needs assessments with MVRHS 

guidance department, ELL, administration, CTE, and others to 
determine needs, gaps, and opportunities

• We hired a vendor to design a mobile-friendly website as a 
career resource for youth and young adults, customized to 
Martha’s Vineyard

• With support from donor Sam Feldman and the Couch Family 
Foundation, we completed our first Project THRIVE Youth 
Internship Pilot matching 5 high school students with 5 local 
employers for 6-week spring internships (see above photos!)

Youth Programs

ACE MV’S CAREER PATHWAYS FOR YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

http://www.acemv.org/wind
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Board of Directors

Nancy Hoffman, PhD., Chair

Heidi Feldman, M.Ed., Vice Chair

Tilma Johnson, MBA, Treasurer

Richie Smith, Ed.D., Secretary

Barbara-jean Chauvin, Ed.D.

Pamela Brock, B.S.

Norm Werthwein, CPA

Aletheia Donahue, M.D.

David Forbes

Kim Garrison, Ph.D.

Cynthia Mullins, J.D.

Don Leopold, MBA, Chair Emeritus 
 
Staff
Holly Bellebuono, MPA, Executive Director

Rachel Hines, MPS, Program Coordinator

Lisette Williams, M.Ed., CAGS,  
Career Navigation Specialist

Jeni Zern, Operations Manager 
 
Volunteers
Carly Sousa

Nicola Blake

Melissa Clay

Judith Miller

Paul Schulz

Education Advisory Board

Barbara-jean Chauvin, MVRHS

Richie Smith, MVY Public Schools

Sara Dingledy, MVRHS

Lisa Moison, Fitchburg State University

Deb Maher, Cape Cod Community College

Kim Garrison, MVY Public Schools

Marine Science Advisory Board

Brian McCarty, Ltnt.,  
Dukes County Sheriff Office

Ned Bean, Milton Academy

Megan Carroll, WHOI Research

William Mabie

Jeannot Smith, Vineyard Wind

Jessica Drysdale, WHOI Research

Richard Andre, Vineyard Power Cooperative

Shelley Edmundson, MV Fisherman’s 
Preservation Trust

Trades Advisory Board
Barbara-jean Chauvin, MVRHS

David Sprague, Nelson Mechanical Design

Newell Isbell-Shinn, MV Builders Association

Cole Powers, Powers Electric 

Technology, Renewable Energy  
& STEM 
Norm Werthwein

Richard Andre, Vineyard Power Cooperative

Erik Peckar, Vineyard Power Cooperative

Marc Rosenbaum, South Mountain Company

Dean Sarmad Saman, Bristol Community 
College

Career Pathways Advisory Board

Barbara-jean Chauvin, MVRHS

Nancy Hoffman, Jobs for the Future

Phil Wallis

David Forbes

Kim Garrison, MVY Public Schools

Social Justice Advisory Board

Nancy Hoffman

Jill De La Hunt

Juli Vanderhoop, Wampanoag Tribe

Chris Shrum, Pratt Institute

Board, Staff & Volunteers
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Our Supporters

Support adult & young adult education on Martha’s Vineyard 
GIVE TO ACE MV

Our community relies on us to create 
opportunities for personal and professional 
growth, and we rely on donations. 

Did you know that only a portion of our expenses are 
covered by tuition? We’re funded by tuition revenue, grants, 
all six Island towns, private foundations and individual donors. 

That’s why we’ve made it possible for our students to add 
small donations to their tuition registration. It’s easy, it’s tax-
deductible, and it helps ensure that our programs will continue 
year after year.

Island Housing Trust
ihtmv.org 
508-693-1117 

Tea Lane Associates
tealaneassociates.com
508-696-9999

South Mountain Co.
southmountain.com
508-693-4850

Paradise Dental 
paradisedentalgroup.com
508-696-0222

See a complete list of our grants, private foundation gifts, individual donors and corporate sponsors at acemv.org

OUR CATALOG SPONSORS:

https://www.acemv.org/donate
http://www.acemv.org/donate
http://www.ihtmv.org
http://www.ihtmv.org
http://www.ihtmv.org
http://www.tealaneassociates.com
http://www.tealaneassociates.com
http://www.tealaneassociates.com
http://www.southmountain.com
http://www.southmountain.com
http://www.southmountain.com
http://www.paradisedentalgroup.com
http://www.paradisedentalgroup.com
http://www.paradisedentalgroup.com
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Register early

ACEMV reserves the right to cancel classes due 
to low enrollment or other considerations. We 
begin cancelling classes with low enrollment up 
to 7 days before a class is scheduled to start, so 
register as early as possible in order to reserve 
your seat and help it meet the minimum enroll-
ment.

Withdrawing from a class

If you withdraw seven days or more before the 
start date of a class, we will issue you a refund 
of the class tuition minus a processing fee. The 
processing fee is dependent upon the original 
tuition of the course: $15 for classes under 
$100, $25 for classes under $300, and $35 for 
all classes over $300. All refund requests must 
be submitted within 90 days of purchase. If you 
withdraw six days or less from the start date of 
a class, we do not issue refunds. 

Cancellation or schedule change

ACE MV reserves the right to cancel classses 
due to low enrollment or other considerations.  
We begin cancelling classes with low enrollment 
up to 7 days before a class is scheduled to start. 
If we cancel your class, or if changes to the class 
schedule prevent you from attenting, you will 
receive a full refund. (This does not apply to 
individual classes rescheduled due to inclement 
weather or other significant factors beyond ACE 
MV’s control.) 

Typographical errors

ACE MV reserves the right to correct the listed 
price of a class or other errors due to misprints. 

Photos

We may occaisionally take pictures of students 
in our classes for use in promotional materi-
als. Your enrollment in a class indicates your 
approval. 

View a full list of our class  
policies at ACEMV.org

Policies

Student Expectations for Online 
Classes
Do not share the Zoom meeting invitation and 
link with anyone who is not registered for the 
class.

Classes will take place at the time they are 
scheduled. We cannot guarantee that recorded 
classes will be available if you are not able to 
attend the class at the time scheduled.

One registration is for one person. If you are 
planning to invite your spouse, partner, or 
friend to attend this online class with you, 
please sign up for an additional seat.

Inform anyone in your household that you will 
be in a class; if your camera and/or microphone 
are on, they will be seen and/or heard.

For the security of our instructors and students, 
please do not record the class. Please do not 
take photos of the class without the permission 
of the instructor and the other students.

If you are unsure if you are able to use Zoom or 
if your camera and microphone work, we rec-
ommend testing it out by joining a test meeting 
before your class starts by clicking here: https://
zoom.us/test.

For more questions related to using Zoom, 
please email info@acemv.org

http://www.acemv.org
http://www.acemv.org
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